
Chase, Who Painted Pictures and Lived Life
LIFE AV AUT OFrUE ItEUinrV fHAE is true

biography. Mr. 'Lw is not portrayed
exclusively as a painter. Not lor an in-

stant are we allowed to lose sight of the
jnlensel human being that struggled be-

hind the brush and the palette and man-

aged in the end to p!aee his unique self
in the created canvas.

Unique is perhaps a dangerous word:
Chase's ail was unusual as opposed to
unconventional, subtle instead of revo-tiona- rv

: "it held the elusive of
fctyle, and stvlc is a quality of the master.
It cannot be acquired, it is the most aris-toerat- ie

and intangible of all the qualities
Hint go to make a good picture."'

Kc Loved the Exotic.
After Chase had finished his .studies in

Munich and had gained there such a brill-ia- nt

reputation he defended upon New
Yolk and America, which were still in the
Victorian age. The Hudson River School,
with its miles upon milts of sedate land-

scape, and the devotii-- s of pulchritude
and fiauh'ss lii juty held the day.

Against this "pe-nieiie- .is ideal pretti-ness- "'

(has" was ardently combative. His
uas the chief inspiration that tided us
over that dull transitional period to a
newer and healthier art. These days saw
the beginning of the Tenth street studio.
I'oor. and perhaps poorer than other
young artist:--- , Chas-- J nevertheless man-nge- d

to buy with a magnificent inconse-

quence uioi if the things his eve fancied
and his fancy usiiallv led him to riotous

color effects, gorgeous combinations and
rare curios.

TIN wife in later ears could tell many
la!e o'" agonised self-denia- ls poor Chase

Buffered before an array of quaint rings
and ostlv treasures. Although his iiu- -

The United States and Southeastern Europe
to the general public heie in

W1MJ.K the great war means the
Strug- le on the front, the deadly
waving baik and forth on the soil of

stricken France, the minds of Kuiope look

toward the east whence the trouble came
and where lie problems that will nu'ke a
lasting peace imjMssible if tkev are not
solved with farseeing wisdom.

The region known as the Kalkans has
slwavs been a menace to the peace or
jEuropc; indeed, to the peace of the
world; for no nation is sufficiently iso-

lated any longer to escape the effects of
wax in a civilized part of the globe.

Fascinating as are the volumes of let-

ters from the front, the books that tell
of the stress of battle, persona! danger
and personal heroism, those who look a
little deeper sigh with regret that booJo
of a more weighty character are not
more generally lead. Personal heroism
however great, personal sacrifice however
noble, will not disentangle the hideous
web in which the world is now caught.
Nothing but what I'rof. Adkins calls "the
hard thinking I hat hurls" w ill do that.
The Balkan question calls for thinking
and thinking hard and long.

A Serbian Viewpoint.
if--. Savic's Southeast r.i ryie dis-

cusses the Kalkans from the .Serbian point
oCview. It is well done. His knowledge is
great, and the warmth of his style car-

ries the reader through pages of his-

torical, ve and statistical maiiir
with :;:i interest as well sjslained as good
fiction inspire.

Tt is not Serbia as we know it that is
the protagonist of M. Savic's boyk. It is
the naii:iii of the Serbo-Croat- s,

alxiut the Balkans, living, mrny of them,
under Hungarian, Turkish or Russian
rule. Serbia as an" independent kingdom
was merely one effort in a century long
fctniggle for independence. The crushing
of that little kingdom and the terrible re-

treat of the Serbian army through ihs
mountains oT Albania i- - one of the heavi-

est tragedies of four ear--- of war.

America's Chief Kolc.
J.f. Savie starts out by emphasizing

Iho importance of the entrance of the
United States into the war. This impor-
tance arises less from tiie material aid we
can give thtm than from the fact that we
alone of all the nations eonrcrned have
no selfish interests in the future settle-

ment. Our Serbian author makes an im-

passioned plea to us to keep our hands
clean in this respect, and to point the way

to other nation", even if some of those to

THE SUN, SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 1318.

1" KkCiiiSiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiV
O WILLIAM CHASES PORTRAIT of HIMSELF

agination fed on the exotic, his canvases
show rare restraint and masterly subjuga-
tion of materials.

On Fifth Avenue.
Chase himself lent a pres-

ence to the life of lower Fifth avenue in
the late '70s. The Xew York thorough-
fare, which was unbelievably placid then,
was little moved by the young painter in
his Munich student's cap, accompanied by
a skek l'ussian bound and sometimes by
a co'ored servant, Daniel, bearing up
bravely under a conspicuous red fez.

whose aid vie are now going aro reluctant
to take the path we point out lo them.

He implores us to stand firmly for a
federation of free Balkan nations which
may stand as a bulwark against terri-
torial aggression by the great Powers. If
we can bring such a federation into pow-
erful existence we will have removed a
standing threat to the ce of the world.

It is interesting to note that M. Sa-

vie, in his chapter on The Case of Austria-H-

ungary, comes, through the identi-

cal icasoning, to the conclusion reached
by Leon Trotzky in 7 he BolsheriLi and
H"rW Peace. M. Savie says:

The existence of Austria-Kunj-ar- y wilt
mean tlie iirolong.ition of I tic unsettled
conditions in Central Kiiroji" anJ a pcrma-i:- :t

danger to lira e.
("an the maiii-naiH- i of Austr.j-Hun-sar- y

be in tlie Jntt-sr-s- t of democratic Ens-Ip.n- il.

li since and the rnltcd States?
The chapters dealing with .Serbia's his-

tory immediately preceding the outbreak
of the war, and with the crime at Scns

From Four Cities

Young artists of that period did not
dream that they weie leading the vie de
boheme, and, quite as a matter of course,
renovated their shirt fronts with Chinese
white and dined comfortably enough in
dark basement restaurants.

Chase was especially happy in his
friends. The famous Tile Club, a band of
congenial spirits wim-- e pocket books were
as meagre as their c.i'i:p.my was convivial,
can boast of ope cpN-x'- at has' that will
go down in hislory.

It befel! one summer that the members,
including Chae, Saiut-liaudcn- AJdeu

jevo, are of grea importance. M. Sa-

vie believes that "for all those who con-

spired against the world's peace and lib-

erties the tragedy of Serajevo was the
finest opportunity for letting loose their
evil deigns. ... Serbia was not
the cause of (lie w:i-

-, but she was a cause
of the war. . . . The existence of
Serbia meant for Au-':i- a the negation of
her position as a great l'oer and a stum-

bling block in the way of her expan-
sion."

The plans for a uniled Slav nation of
Serbia, outlined as the Scib national as-

piration, arc of great interest. The book
is indeed, as Dr. Nicholas Murray Butlci
tells us in his introduction, not a book
for the spcciali-- l a'ene. but for eycry
intelligent leader.

Prof. Adkins ctiti.-i-- by the
opening words oL his preface to Histori-
cal Backgrounds of the (treat War.

"In writing thie pages," he says, "1
have aimed rather at piovoking thought
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.Sixty-fo- ur llluklrations

top"

useful

VTeir, Hopkinson Smith and other fuinrc
notables, were, as often happened, short o
money. Sehemings ripened into a eanal
boat trip up the Hudson and through the
Erie Canal that set a good many people
gaping. Hopkinson Smith, at a stipulated
gum, wa3 to write up the trip for Scrib-tier'- s,

and the artist members were to con-

tribute their services as illustrators.

A Bizarre Voyage.

Like to Cleopatra's barge, an old eanal
boat was fitted up with ancient brocades,
Oriental rugs and stringed instruments.
Toward evening the gay cavaliers sailed
away with banners living. .Japanese lan-

terns lighted and a gorgeous rug trailing
in the water. The story of Ihe consterna-
tion and the derision that this voyage
caused would lill a volume, but the twelve
free spirits came through unscathed and
with a good slory.

Chase went through life with much of
the simple, wholehearted zest of his outh-f- ul

years. The one absorbing interest, out-

side of his art, was his family. Whenever
possible the members of his household.
vho were many, accompanied him on his
frequent visits to Europe, and when not
with him received every day evidence of
his love and remembrance.

To his pupils he gave the of his
genius, and, what is more, his living,
creating presence and beautiful enthusi-
asm. He loathed deliberate affectations in
art. His usual advice to the eager aspirant
was, "Io not try to paint the grandiose
thing. I'aint the commonplace so that it
will be distinguished.''

Tin: un: ami art or yvji.mam
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than at imparting exact information;
and if a critical reader undertakes to
check my statements he will doubtless
find the book affords much valuable ex-

ercise."
After that one cannot politely spend

much time checking a few statements
which seem inexact. The conversational
character of these essays makes them
highly readable, and they really do pro.
roke to thought. The book is addressed
to English readers, and was written in the
early months of the war. This last fact
lessens the value of certain chapters, par-
ticularly those on Russia. Perhaps the
author is rather too hard on English
national shortcomings. But the English
are used to hammering and take n lot of it
rather well.
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